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Hello from the Editor!

First, thank YOU for being a member of the Reblooming Iris Society!

YOU make The Recorder possible.

Well, many of us have experienced another sizzle summer. At least, most of the temps in the Phoenix
area were under 110°, a dramatic difference of 5°- 9° from last summer. But the number of days over
100 was much longer. Even my dog, who takes almost every opportunity to run out the front of the
door, knows better not to because the sidewalk would literally burn his feet a couple feet out. Many
dogs around here wear booties. Ok, | have digressed enough.

Needless to say, my irises look like toast. | haven’t completely trimmed their brown leaves so | have a
hint of where the rhizomes are. In the hot zone like Phoenix, we wait until the daily highs are routinely
below 100 degrees, but that is getting later and later in the year. Ever the optimist, | hope that all or
most of them pop up and rebloom in December and into the new year. The rebloom would begin to
occur in early to mid-November but has been pushed forward with the really hot temps.

For those of you who live in cool/cold country, | hope you were able to get all of your new rhizomes and
those that needed transplanting into the ground and rooted before a hard freeze.

We greatly appreciate the many years of
service to RIS and patience with me that
Dave Banks has contributed to us. Dave
has done so much and filled many different
roles, many simultaneously. From
webmaster, administrator to our Facebook
page, Membership Chair, tutoring me on
technology, to assembly and sending out
The Recorder. | am sure that | could add
more to the list. So, Dave, a supersized
THANK YOU! You have been a true
friend to me in both good times and
difficult ones throughout the many years.

Our area directors do a great job of sending in
reports. But we are expanding coverage from
other members who live in other parts of their
regions to better represent what is happening in
their multi-state region. Thank you to our
members who have volunteered to contribute to
their area directors’ reports. If you want to
contribute, please email me. The more the
merrier!

Mary Platner
maryplatner@msn.com
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Have you visited us on
Facebook? Please do:

Reblooming Iris Lovers

For your viewing pleasure!

Little Stitches
12"/Shadlow, 2016
Photo Credit: Mike Soens

Reblooming Iris Society

Membership Application or Renewal

We would greatly appreciate your paying with a credit card or PayPal by going to
the American Iris Society's website:

https://lwww.irises.org/reblooming-iris-society/

Otherwise, please send this form along with a check made out to "RIS” to
Reblooming Iris Society
Rose Kinard
1649 Madison, 504
Frederick, MO 63645-8303
Please print:
Name: Phone:

Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

Email Required:




Autumn Shower

29"/Lockatell, 2021
Photo Credit: R. Probst

Violet Turner
30"/Lauer, 1999
Photo Credit: Ruth Simmons
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2022 Cumulative Checklist
of Reblooming Irises

Why should you buy a copy?

It has been 10 years since the last edition. The 2022
publication includes entries for over 4200 varieties of
rebloomers in 360 pages. Lots and lofs of info.

The Checklist is “the” source to provide you with
information as to whether a variety is a rebloomer
and frequently if it is in your plant zone.

Why is the Checklist “the” source?

First, many rebloomers are not listed as such in their registration info. This is especially frue for
more recent infroductions.

Second, some commercial iris growers deliberately do not list varieties as rebloomers. This is
because some customers, especially those in colder climates, mistakenly think a variety is a
rebloomer in their plant zone. Most rebloomers in these cold zones get frozen out before they
have a chance to rebloom.

But please note, though, there are many rebloomers for cold climates, including those in the
top ftier of states that border Canada.

Third, some commercial growers do not grow varieties long enough before selling them to
determine whether a variety reblooms and then reblooms in subsequent years. Is it a reliable
rebloomere

Finally, most growers do not test for rebloom in other plant zones before marketing these
varieties. So how would you know if a variety should rebloom in your plant zone? This book
frequently gives plant zone and/or state info where the rebloomer actually reblooms. This
information usually comes from our many recorders who report bloom data from across the US
and Canada.

Before you purchase irises, buy the Checklist to know if a variety is a rebloomer
and if it is a rebloomer in your plant zone.

To order your Checklist, go to:
The American Iris Society’s Storefront:
https://www.irises.org/aismembers/ais-storefront/

Bound Book (360 pages; free shipping): $35 Flash Drive: $20 (free shipping)

pdf file sent via email - International only: $20
[Type here]


https://www.irises.org/aismembers/ais-storefront/

Northwest Region: Colorado, Idaho, Montana,
Oregon, Utah, Washington and Wyoming

MEET USIN
Northwest Area Director: MONTANA
Delane H. Langton
eagleridgeiris@gmail.com m@@mm Al @@WE%QEE%

As | write this, we are hearing of snow in the AhgA
forecast next week, of course that will end our ‘ ;
rebloom season here in Montana zone 4b. It's
right on time as November 1 is about all we get
if we are lucky. We are running almost 2”
behind on moisture, and we only get 14” in a
normal year.

That has cut down the number of rebloomers;
we’'ve had 81 to date. Last year we had 162. It's been a very dry summer. We also suffered
severe loss of entire clumps of rebloomers. We started out with 768 Rebloom cultivars.

Last winter came October 17 with freezing rain followed by 6 inches of snow. The iris were
thriving at that time and way too green, not thinking of shutting down for winter. The winter was
mild and open with basically no snow cover followed by a cool wet spring. Those many freeze
thaw cycles killed entire clumps.

It's been a very busy fall. | traveled to Region 17 and spoke to them about rebloomers in Tyler
Texas. We also enjoyed judges training on Rebloomers by Dell Perry. The very next weekend
we went to Fresno California Region 14. It also focused on rebloomers with a show, program
by Riley Probst and judges training in garden at Bee Haven Iris Garden by Doug Kanarowski.
Fantastic weekends talking about our favorite subject.

On another note, we are ramping up to host the 2025 National Convention of the American lIris
Society June 3-7 in Billings Montana. We invite you all to attend, there will be an entire day
(Wednesday) dedicated to programs from the different iris sections. Riley Probst will present
his program on rebloomers for the RIS.

That evening is the Welcome banquet (Montana buffet) followed by three days of garden tours
with in-garden lunches and judges training. The evenings are filled with a silent and live
auction, the Geek Dinner and then called off with the Awards Banquet on Saturday evening.
For details and registration information please go to bigskyirisclub.com Meet Us In
Montana for Iris Under the Big Sky.

In a separate note, Tammy Clark, who lives in North Logan, UT (2023 Plant Zone ), The irises
all grew and | think most of them bloomed initially, but I'm not sure if all of them did. It was hot
and a bit dry and | didn't water them much because last year they got leaf spot from too much
water. | probably didn't water them enough. | am new to irises so probably made

mistakes. Maybe next year | will get reblooming.

[Type here]
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Iris Under the Big Sky

American Iris Society 2025 Convention

Sponsored by Big Sky Iris Club
Billings, Montana June 3-7%"

Name Region
Address

City, State Zip
Email Phone: (

Additional information on tours and dinners can be found at www.bigskyirisclub.com/2025-ais/

Full Registration
June 4"-7™, 2025

Full Registration includes 3 days of Garden
Tours with 3 lunches, Welcome Dinner
Buffet, Awards Dinner Buffet, and Section
Meetings held on June 4.

Optional Tour
June 3, 2025

We’re headed to the great frontier! The
optional tour includes a visit to Little

Bighorn Battlefield (a National Monument)

and Pompeys Pillar. Lunch provided at
Battlefield Trading Post.

Optional Buffalo BBQ Dinner

June 39, 2025

An optional dinner held at the hotel for
early arrival guests at 5:30pm in the Hotel

Courtyard.

A

- Full Registration- /ncl. 3 days of garden tours with Registration by Registration | Registration by | Registration

€& | lunch, Welcome Banquet, Awards Banquet April 1, 2025 Amount May 1, 2025 Amount
g Full Registration $369.00 $469.00
8— Optional Tour Day with Lunch $105.00 $140.00
Optional Buffalo BBQ Dinner $29.00 $29.00
A La Cart Registration Registration by Registration | Registration by | Registration

N April 1, 2025 Amount May 1, 2025 Amount
c Garden Tours- (Incl. 3 days, 3 lunches) $219.00 $259.00
g Welcome Banquet $75.00 $75.00
o Awards Banquet $75.00 $75.00
o Optional Tour with Lunch $105.00 $140.00
Optional Buffalo BBQ Dinner $29.00 $29.00
Youth Registration- /ncl. 3 days of garden tours Registration by Registration Registration by | Registration

ﬁ with lunch, Welcome Banquet, Awards Banquet April 1, 2025 Amount May 1, 2025 Amount
=] Full Youth Registration $219.00 $319.00
L Optional Tour Day with Lunch $105.00 $140.00
Optional Buffalo BBQ Dinner $29.00 $29.00

Sum Your Total Registration Fees:

Convention Location

Billings Hotel & Convention Center

1223 Mullowney Lane Billings, MT 59101

Group Rate of $146.00 per night with breakfast included.
Reservations may be made by phone 406-248-7151 or

online using group code 14716.

Additional Hotel information located on convention website:

www.bigskyirisclub.com/2025-ais/

Mailing and Payment

Linda Frank (Club Treasurer)
1909 Squaw Creek Rd
Huntley, MT 59037

Email: bigskyirisclub@gmail.com

For credit card payments visit:

https://bigskyirisclub.com/payment/

Make checks payable to Big Sky Iris Club and mail to:

SPECIAL NEEDS: Please note, 2 of the 6 garden tours are not ADA accessible. If you need special accommodations for
persons with disabilities please contact tdirisgarden@gmail.com with a written request no later than March 1, 2025.
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REBLOOM SUMMER OF 2024
Riley Probst, Fleur De Lis Garden
Modesto, CA 2023 Plant Zone 9b

Every season is different every year as it pertains to
rebloom. 2024 is certainly no exception. Spring rebloom
started off pretty normal. The first iris to rebloom this

4 Yyear on 5-5 BLUEBERRY TART, C. Chapman 2003
w. SDB and it continued until May 17th. Then on 5-13
FALL LINE M. Sutton 2009 IB rebloomed. It had already
had a long spring bloom from 2-28 through 4-5. Also,
on 5-13 MURPHY’S LAW B. Jones 2004 SDB started
reblooming. It continued reblooming through May ogth.
Blueberry Tart Then on May 22"d ANNIE OAKLEY G. Sutton 2012
11", Chapman, 2002 SDB started reblooming and continued reblooming
through May 2gth,

. 2024 was so much hotter than 2023. In June, 2023 we had
i no days over 100F and the high for the month was 92F. In
¥ June, 2024 we had 6 days over 100F and the high for the
month was 104F. In July, 2023 we had 7 days over 100F
and the high for the month was 106F. But, in July, 2023 we
had 21 days over 100F and the high for the month was
110F. This included a 13 consecutive day stretch from July

15t through July 131" when every day was between 100F
and 110F.

Annie Oakley In August, 2023 we had five days above 100F and
10", Geo. Sutton, 2012 the high for the month was 102F. In August, 2024 we had 8
days above 100F and the high for the month was 105F. In
September, 2023 we had no days over 100F and the high
for the month was 95F. In September, 2024 we had 7 days
over 100 and the high for the month was 104F.

So, for the 4-month period of May through September,
2024 we had 42 days over 100F and the high was two
days at 110F. This compares to the same period in 2023
when we had 12 days over 100F and the high was 106F.
Needless to say with these temperatures we did not get
much rebloom this summer. | even wonder what the effect
of this excessive heat this summer will have on our fall and
~ winter rebloom. We did have three irises rebloom during

Annie Oakley

. : th
h : 1270 | ht the | I
10" Geo. Sutton, 2012 this time period. On June caught the last bloom on



the stalk of MAD ABOUT SAFFRON N. Price 2017 TB. It had :
been reblooming for a week or so and | had missed it. Then on

8-29 Dan Cereghino Seedling 17-4-1 rebloomed. Today, 9-27 ’
Dan Careghio DOUBLE SHOT G. Sutton 2000 first opened. It is \ :
also making a second stalk. That is it here for Summer
Rebloom! \

Seedling 17-4-1
Dan Cereghio

Fall Decor

23", 6. Sutton/M. Sutton, 2016

Double Shot
36", Geo. Sutton, 2000

Murphy's Law
All Photos: Riley Probst 14", B. Jones, 2004



Fall Bloom at Bee Haven Iris Gardens

John and Carolyn Honnette
Coarsegold, CA

Who doesn’t love the fall season with its bold colors and cooler temperatures? But best of all, we enjoy it when
our rebloomers come alive, when everything else is toast. And | do mean toast! This summer was hotter than
usual which stressed our remontant cultivars tremendously. Fortunately, we still have a few that are so hardy that
they bloom no matter what.

We live at about 3,400 feet elevation in the Sierras just south of Yosemite National Park in zone 8. Our
temperatures are usually about ten degrees cooler than the central valley of California. We do get some snow in
the winter, but the irises seem to thrive here. We are surrounded by oaks, manzanitas, dogwoods and pine trees
so finding full sun is often challenging. Rainfall is scant to non-existent during our summer months so we rely on
irrigation. We fertilize three times per year with a slow-release low nitrogen formula and prevent weeds with a pre-
emergent. Our soil is decomposed granite, so we amend it with planting mix and mushroom compost.

Fortunately, we have very few pests and the wildlife do not bother our irises much. Gopher patrol, however, is
almost daily. They have other things in the forest that taste better than our irises.

Last September, our fall bloom was lush. But this year it was pretty skimpy, probably due to the heat wave
in late June and early July. Here are this season’s beauties. Golden Immortal is a sweet yellow self and
Lady Essex is a white plicata with delicate lavender edges. Double Time is a bold purple-white plicata and
My Friend Johnathan is a deep red self. Mango Parfait is a lovely light orange self and Immortality is a pure
white with light green lines on the shoulders. Autumn Circus , Corn Dance and Lilac Stitchery also added
their sweet scent. Highway to Heaven and Hi Ho Silver also bloomed in the spring and again in mid-
August. Over and Over is another white plicata. It seems the plicata genes have some hardiness that
perhaps the others don’t. Neapolitan Delight, one of our newest additions, surprised us as it bloomed in its
five-gallon pot within three months of potting! We didn’t know it was a rebloomer! Perhaps it thought it was
spring.

We on the west coast, AIS Region 14, invite you to celebrate with us at the Fall Regional in Fresno, CA at the
Redeemer Lutheran Church on October 11th through the 13th with judges training on Sunday at our house, Bee
Haven Gardens. Hope we see you there! Happy gardening!
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c. John Weiler

c. Mid-America Garden

Double Time Neapolitan Delight Golden Immortal
30"/Hager, 1984 37"/T. Johnson, 37"/Geo. Sutton, 1997
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Region 14 Fall Rebloomer Show in Fresno, CA on Oct. 11 — 12

— r

Queen's Table with Jane Tibbs, Delane Langton,
John Honnette & Carolyn Honnette.

Spring Bliss won the Best and
the Best of Show in Oct. 2011
at the Region 14 meeting in
Redding, CA, exhibited by Jim
Cummins.

Queen's Table with Spring
Bliss exhibited by Carolyn
Honnette. This is the third
consecutive year that
Carolyn has won the Probst
Reblooming Trophy Best in
Show at the Region 14 Fall
Meeting. Carolyn won the
Silver Medal with 10 Blue
Ribbons. Jane Tibbs won
the Bronze Medal with 1 Blue

Ribbon. There were 38 total
entries by 6 exhibitors.

All photos by Riley Probst
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Sept 16, 2024

Claire Schneider

Ramona, California

USDA Plant Hardiness Zone 9B

Average low temperatures 25 to 30 degrees

My report of bloom and rebloom of irises is very incomplete this year. | was absent from
my garden the last week of April, the first 3.5 weeks in May, the last week in June, and
first week in July. My husband said he had never seen so many iris blooming as he did
in May while | was absent. The best | can deliver is a list of the irises that | know
rebloomed sometime between January 1 and August 31, 2024.

E = first 10 days of the month, M = middle 10 days, L = last 10 days

Cultivar Class Jan Feb | Mar Apr | May |Jun |Jul | Aug
All Smiles B EM M

Broken Border | BB E M

Broken Link BB ML M L
Buckwheat TB ML M

Clouds Adrift B M M
Concertina IB ML M E E M
Crimson King IB EM E EML M L
Godsend B M E
Harvest B E ML

Butterfly

Hi B ML E M L

Hula Dancer B L ML

I. unguicularis | Species |EML |EML |L

Joseph’s TB L ML M

Mantle

Lichen B EML |L ML
Lilting B L EL M M L
Line Drive IB ML E M

Living on the B M M

Edge

Low Ho Silver |IB ML EML | M E M E
Lucky Doris B EML | M M

Mesmerizer B M EM M
Mulligan B EML E L

16



One More TB L L

Night

Palm Springs IB L M

Peggy Sue B L E

Perry Dyer AB ML EML L

Pinkness B L ML

Rust Never 1B L L E L
Sleeps

Ryumon SPEC-X EM | M
Sixteen IB EM M E M

Candles

Tsukiyono SPEC-X L M | M
Waiting for BB L M
October

Cultivar Class Jan Feb | Mar Apr May |Jun | Jul | Aug

Weatherwise, 2024 has been an unusual year for my gardens in Ramona. From
January to August, 2024, we have had 15 inches of rain, most of it in January, February
and March, which is typical. The average precipitation here is about 16 inches per year.
It is the temperatures that have been so unusual, very hot this year. We had a week in
June, two weeks in July, one week in August, and two weeks in September of
temperatures over 100 degrees. On September 6 the temperature in my shade house
was 115°. Itis hot in Ramona during the summer, but not this hot nor for this long.
Usually, the temperatures in June and July average in the 80s with some 90s.

Normally, August, September, and October are the months with temperatures in the
100s, not June and July.

Ramona is located in the middle of San Diego County, California, about 40 miles from
the coast. The Anza Borrego Desert is located another 40 miles east of Ramona. Their
really hot summer temperatures usually generate a westwardly flow of cool air from the
ocean which reaches Ramona almost every day between 2 and 5 pm. During this 2024
summer, those afternoon breezes arrived late and were not very cool. It wasn’t just me
sweating, the irises were too! This summer was unusually hot.

Such heat since June makes it tricky to water and fertilize the irises. We don’t want to

promote root rot. On the other hand, my Japanese and SPEC-X irises didn’t seem to
mind the heat. They bloomed and a couple of the SPEC-X irises even rebloomed!
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As | write this report today, September 16, the weather report says to expect 0.1 inch of
rain tonight. That isn’t much, but it does indicate cooler weather for the next week or so.
This will give me time to plant and replant rhizomes before the next bout of heat arrives.
As | said, generally, it is September and October that will have temperatures in the

100s. Fingers crossed that those high temperatures hold off until October and there will
be a few irises that “choose” to rebloom!!

Mulligan Lucky Doris Waiting for Oct.
20", M. Sutton, 2015 36", Lutz, 1982 27", Lauer, 2003

'u&xamo uow|es suaNIYy -

Rust Never Sleeps One More Night Ryumon
18", Lauer, 2013 38", Duncan, 2010 SPEC-X, Shimizu, 2015

All Photos: wiki.irises,org
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Northeastern Area Directors Report: Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, Maine,
Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, Virginia, West Virginia

Colin Campbell, Middletown, VA, USDA Zone 7a

For many parts of Virginia, this summer brought higher than usual temperatures along with
drought conditions. In the Shenandoah Valley, where I live, this has been our second year in a
row of extreme drought over the summer. Because of this, rebloom has been sparse so far, but
a few faithful varieties have managed to bloom anyhow. However, this fall has been marked by
torrential downpours and many days of rain, which have done their best to make up for the
impacts of the drought. In my garden a few varieties bloomed in June, and now a handful more
are opening up their blossoms now that the soil is moist again. A beautiful show stalk of
Margaret Wilson Thomas (D. Spoon 2009) just opened up its lovely pearly white blossoms
tinged with blue for me.

Conditions this summer were similar for parts of Maryland and North Carolina. Carol Gitter of
Pikesville, MD, told me that the erratic weather has taken a toll on her garden. At various
points in the year, hail storms, drought conditions, and downpours negatively impacted her
irises. This resulted in shorter stalks, decreased bloom time, and the drought parched some of
her rhizomes. Nonetheless, rebloomers are resilient, and she has one stalk that has managed
to come up this fall.

In Charlotte, NC, Lewis Bozard reported that weather was hotter than average for much of the
summer, with many days in the 90’s and a few in the low 100’s. Like me, he has had fewer
rebloomers blooming so far this year than usual, despite cool weather during the last few
weeks. Two of his most reliable rebloomers, Clarence (L. Zurbrigg 1991) and Immortality (L.
Zurbrigg 1982) have not yet produced any bloom stalks this year. However, he has two clumps
of Autumn Circus (B. Hager 1990) which have been reblooming robustly, producing a glorious
display in his garden over the past two weeks. The clump of Autumn Circus that he has

planted in partial shade produced 2 bloom stalks, while the clump that receives the most sun
and moisture has produced 4 bloom stalks. The blooms have been of good size with vivid color
in both clumps.

In Hickory, NC, Sarah Sue Miller reported that spring came about two weeks early this year, with
a healthy start for her irises. Higher than normal temperatures followed, along with tropical rain
conditions. Sarah Sue’s garden overlooks a lake, providing some lake effect in the
microclimate, which brings milder winters and increased humidity and moisture in the summer.
She told me that in a 6-week period in May and early June she measured nearly 15 inches of
rainfall. By the end of September, they had exceeded their average rainfall for the entire year.
The rebloomers faired well until the excess moisture started causing decay to a few particular
beds. Most of the rebloomers were divided and reset this year, disrupting their rebloom. Again
and Again (S. Innerst 1999) managed to rebloom before the clump was divided in July, and
Total Recall (B. Hager 1992) sent up a beautifully branched stalk that bloomed in late
September. Sarah Sue sent a rhizome of Again and Again to a friend in Northern Idaho this
July, which bloomed in September less than two months after being planted.

Circling back to Virginia, Lois Rose in Partlow, VA reported that the hot dry summer she had was
not good for the rebloomers. With these conditions, she had much less summer rebloom than
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usual, but Fall Enterprise (M. Sutton 2007) bloomed in July, its maiden bloom after being
planted in her garden two years ago. The faithful Golden Encore (F. Jones 1973) followed in
August. Rebloom has picked up this fall in her garden with Hidden Sky (M. Lockatell 2021) and
a number of other reliable rebloomers gracing the garden, including the SDB’s Jack Loving (D.
Spoon 2006) and Rosalie Loving (D. Spoon 2003), and their child Together Forever (A. Moran
R. 2022) (Anita Moran’s cross with the irises Jack Loving and Rosalie Loving as the parents).
Mike Lockatell’s white seedling 21424-9white has bloomed its heart out in Lois Rose’s garden
since mid-September with at least 7 stalks. There are many more bloom stalks emerging.
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Margaret Wilson Thomas Fall Enterprise Together Forever
34"/D. Spoon, 2009 37"/M. Sutton, 2007 13"/Moran, R. 2022

Hidden Sky
35"/Lockatell, 2021
Ph M Wil Th G.S Jack Loving
otos: Margaret Wilson Thomas — G. Spoon "
Fall Enterprise — Sutton Iris Garden 12°/D. Spoon, 2006

Together Forever — Moran
Hidden Sky — Dancing Dragons  Jack Loving — G. Spoon
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